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First Church will offer a free meal on 
Wednesday, March 1  

5:30 - 6:30 pm.  

The meal is open to everyone, including 
Awana families and members of the 

community.  

Join us for a time of fellowship  

and good food.  

 

The menu includes pasta, garlic bread,         
and salad.  

We are looking for people to bake cookies for 
dessert. If you can donate some cookies, 

please let Alie Bucklin or the church office 
know.   

Awana is still happening that evening,  

but the time will shift to 6:30 to 7:30 pm. 



2 

Dear First Church Family,    

 When I was a teenager, my church did not do much to commemorate Lent. 
Easter was a big deal, of course. But the weeks leading up to it did not look any 
different than any other season throughout the year. When I began to learn more 
about Lent during my time in college, the focus was typically on what I needed to give 
up for the forty days leading up to Easter. It was an excuse to give up pop, coffee, 
Facebook, or something else that was not necessarily good for me. More often than 
not, my “fast” did not last. My motivation quickly waned because I was focused on 
the wrong thing.  

 The purpose of Lent is not to give something up for Jesus. It is not a baptized 
version of a New Year’s Resolution. The season of Lent is meant to prepare us for the 

hope and joy of the Resurrection. But to get to Easter, you must go through Good Friday. You must experience 
the cross before you can discover the empty tomb.  

 The major theme of Lent, therefore, is confession and repentance. A person must understand the depth 
of their sin to truly appreciate the forgiveness and new life Christ gives to all who believe. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday. We place ashes on our heads that day as a physical reminder of our need to repent and grieve over 
our sin. In the closing days of Lent, we commemorate Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. We reflect on the last 
supper Jesus shared with his disciples, his subsequent arrest, suffering, and death on the cross. These services 
remind us of the enormous price that Jesus paid for our sin. He willingly embraced the cross. He exchanged his 
righteousness for our sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). All this, of course, leads to his glorious resurrection. On Easter 
Sunday, we celebrate that Jesus is alive! He conquered sin, death, and the grave. He is risen! 

 Lent prepares us to appreciate Easter to a greater degree, just as confession and repentance help us 
better understand the depth of God’s grace and love. Some people choose to give up something for Lent. It 
serves as a regular reminder of our need for the Lord. But fasting is not a requirement. Instead, I encourage you 
to spend time focusing on Jesus. Acknowledge your need for him. Confess and repent of your sin. Rest secure in 
the knowledge that you are loved and forgiven in Christ.  

 I invite you to pray this with me. It is taken from Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian church: “14 For this reason 
I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out 
of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19) 

In Christ, Pastor Joel  

 

Lenten Devotionals Have Arrived  

Once A-Day 40 Days to Easter features 40 daily readings with NIV Scripture 
passages, meditations, and prayer prompts examining the Passion narratives in the 

Gospels.  

This is a great way to supplement your Bible in a Year reading plan to focus on the 
Easter story. You can also take copies to give away to family and friends.  

Look for them at the church entrances, info center, and in the Ministry Center  
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Dear First Church Family, 

 Spring is just around the corner and that means things are going to get busy in our 

youth and children’s ministry!  

 Confirmation Sunday is April 2nd during the morning worship service. We have 

three awesome 8th grade students being confirmed this year. They’ve been busy working 

on putting together their statements of faith to share with you on Confirmation Sunday.    

I can’t wait for you all to hear what God is doing in their lives on Confirmation Sunday.  

 SonRise service is April 9th at 7 am in the ministry center. The students and I have 

started planning the SonRise service. We’re praying about what God wants us to share with our church family at that 

service. We would love for you all to join us as we celebrate our Risen Lord.  

 Vacation Bible School is about three and half months away! Our theme this year is “Keepers of the Kingdom.” 

Our kids will be learning all about the Armor of God and how to fight and stand for truth in our world today! I am so 

excited to see what God is going to do in the lives of our kids at VBS this year. Parents make sure to block out         

June 5-9 on your calendars for VBS. If you’d like to help with VBS this year, please let me know!    

Tory Breitigan, Youth Pastor 

Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages. 
The cold winter weather is here. Please keep an eye on our youth group Facebook and Instagram page  

for any weather-related cancelations on Wednesday or Sunday evenings.  
We will do our best to get the word out as quickly as possible if there is a cancelation.  

 

   Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup    Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup   

  

• February 22 - No youth group. Students are encouraged  to 

attend the Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm.  

• April  9—There is no Sunday School on Easter morning. 

  
• March 12- Last day of class for 7th grade students.  
 
• March 26- Elder interviews at 10 am for 8th grade 

students.  
 
• March 26 - Confirmation Banquet at 6 pm in social room.  

 

Mark your calendars!   

New Knoxville Community VBS  is June 5—9 
 

We are engaged in an epic battle for the hearts and minds of our youth.  

Every day, they’re bombarded with lies about who they are,   who their 
Creator is, and where their salvation comes from. Thankfully, God has given 

his children armor to wear in this battle between truth and lies, light and 
darkness, good and evil. 

At VBS, your kids will learn how they can be part of God’s kingdom through salvation in his Son and will be equipped 
with the armor of God to become Keepers of the Kingdom—Standing strong in today’s battle for truth.   

Registration will be open in May. 
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In this six week study we will explore the many gifts that Christ provided to us at his 
crucifixion.  These include not only the gift of the cross but also the gift of the thorns 

that pierced his brow.  The nails that tore his flesh.  The seamless robe that he 
removed for us.  The empty tomb where he forever defeated sin and death. 

There are two groups doing this study: 

Sundays at 9 am in the Ministry Center starting  February 19 

Tuesdays at 7 pm in the Ministry Center starting February 22 

All are welcome.  The workbook can be purchased on Amazon.  You can also call or 
email the church office at 419-753-2446 or firstchurchnk@nktelco.net if you would 

like us to order a workbook for you. 

So many of you have been keeping pace with the Bible in a Year 

challenge. I am encouraged by the level of participation so far.  

I have had many conversations with people about what they are learning, 

especially through the Old Testament readings.  

The Lord is already doing great things through this! 

The reading plan is currently in the middle of Leviticus. Honestly, this is 

the time when many people give up on their Bible reading plans. Chapter after chapter about animal sacrifices, 

cleanliness laws, and priestly responsibilities are difficult to get through. They seem archaic and irrelevant to our 

faith today. Don’t give up, and don’t get bogged down by the details. It helps if you can see the big picture. There 

are two main takeaways from Leviticus that I do not want you to miss.  

First, the sacrifices help us understand the sacrifice of Jesus. Leviticus is bloody. There’s no other way to describe it. 

The people who brought the sacrifice placed their hands on its head, symbolically transferring their sin onto the 

animal. The animal was then killed in their place. It was a substitutionary sacrifice. That is exactly what Jesus did for 

us. He took our sin and died in our place. He is the ultimate sacrifice for sin.  

Second, Leviticus teaches us about God’s holiness and our sinfulness. God desires to have a relationship with us, so 

he must deal with the sin problem. Through the various sacrifices described in Leviticus, he makes forgiveness 

possible for a sinful people. He then gives them instructions on how to live as holy people. God’s people are called 

to be distinct. They are different than the rest of the world. The same is true today. God still calls us to be holy. We 

are forgiven in Christ and called to live holy lives in contrast to the surrounding culture. Or, as God says in Leviticus 

11:45, “I am the Lord, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.” 

To those of you who are keeping up with the Bible in a Year challenge: good work! Keep it up! If you fell behind (or 

never started to begin with), it is never too late to join us! Pick up a copy of the plan at church or download it from 

our website at www.firstchurchnk.org.  You can start reading today!  
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The Awana Club Ministry has started off strong. The children’s ministry 

which started in October as a mid-week biblically focused program has 

averaged almost 60 students per week and 20 volunteers. The goal for 

this new program is discipleship through scripture memorization. 

Students preschool through 6th grade are encouraged to memorize at 

least one verse per week and recite it to their small group leaders. The emphasis is that the students keep God’s 

word in their heart so they can share it with others when the opportunity presents itself. Along with bible 

memorization, the students are learning about the bible. So far our different clubs have studied creation, different 

characters of the bible, what missionaries do, how the bible is broken down and the books of the bible. Their whole 

group lessons focus on a specific bible story or skill that the students learn about and can apply to their lives.  

In addition to the biblical aspect, students are able to create close relationships with our leaders by spending time in 

small groups. Our small group leaders are just absolutely wonderful and have developed a heart for our Awana 

students. Ask any of our small group leaders and they will tell you that they are growing and learning as much as our 

clubbers! It is our hope as ministry leaders that this relationship continues to grow and the students who participate 

in our Awana program know they have strong, wise, and loving adults in their church and community that they can 

turn to when they need support.  

We appreciate the church’s support in starting and growing this program. As usual, we need prayer that this program 

is powerful and impacts our community and the surrounding communities. We plan on continuing Awana next year 

and expect even more students to participate! Because of this, we are in desperate need of additional volunteers to 

help lessen the load on our helpers who are already spread pretty thin. This commitment requires very little outside 

prep, just a passion for spreading God’s word. I love to talk about the program so if you have any questions please 

contact me. 

I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Psalm 119:11 

Alie Bucklin 
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John & JoAnn Hoge, 70 years on January 16 

Dennis & Joan Henschen, 58 years on March 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear First Church, Thank you for organizing the delicious 
food for the lunch following Larry’s funeral.  A special thank 
you to those who provided the food and served it, especially 
on such a cold and blustery day.  Thank you to all who sent 
cards, letters and words of encouragement with prayers 
during this time.  The Larry Haberkamp Family 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for all the cards, prayers, well 
wishes and visits from Pastor Joel during my surgery and 
recovery.  Thank you also for the lovely poinsettia at 
Christmas.  Ann Donnerberg 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you so much for the exam box for  
final exams.  It means so much that my church family back 
home cares about me.  Sam Anspach 
 

Dear Friends at First Church, Thank you so much for the 
offering you collected for our ministries.  Your generosity is 
being multiplied as it empowers us to serve in our ministry 
work here.  Jim & Carol Sheffield. 

 

Dear First Church, We would like to thank everyone at First 
Church of New Knoxville for all the wonderful gifts we 
received this year through your giving tree.  They have all 
been a wonderful addition to our baby boutique.  The gift 
cards helped  us purchase other items for our mothers who 
might have special needs for their babies.  Thank you again, 
your generosity is truly a special gift to all our mothers and 
their babies at the women’s center.  Blessings, Cindy SuLuke 
& Ashley Holthaus.  Elizabeth New Life Center. 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you so much for your recent 
generous donation.  The kindness you have shown will tough 
the lives of so many here as it haws over the years.  We truly 
appreciate your continuing support in this manner.  Sincerely, 
Joan Kiser, Director.  Center for Neurological Development 

2023 Consistory Members 
 

Elders 

Stan Reineke, Glenn Culp,  Brad Hoge,  

Jack Schrolucke, Keith Leffel,  & Michelle Dillon 
 

Trustees 

Craig Fledderjohann, Brett Fledderjohann 

& Jesse Dillon 
 

Deacons 

Rick Homan, Doug Bambauer, Zach Lageman, 

Rob Chaney, Maria Lammers, Amy Weadock,  

Brian Jones, Diane (Bill) Piehl, Gary Wiedeman, 

Dan Wierwille, Zach Metzger & Dean Haberkamp. 
 

The consistory “year” runs from  

February 1, 2023 to  January 31, 2024 
 

President, Vice President and Secretary will be elected 
at the Consistory meeting on Feb. 20. 

 

 

 

Dates to Receive The Lord’s Supper 
 

February 22, 2023  (Ash Wednesday) 
 

April 6, 2023 (Maundy Thursday) 
 

April 9, 2023 (Easter Sunday—both services) 
 

May 14, 2023  
 

July 9, 2023  
 

August 6, 2023  
 

September 10, 2023  
 

October 1, 2023 (World Communion Sunday) 
 

November 5, 2023 (All Saints Sunday) 
 

December 3, 2023 (First Sunday of Advent) 
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Offering facts & figures 

 
 

 
The offering totals shown here include both     

Sunday morning gifts and online giving. 
 

 

 

 

 

December 4, General Fund—$2,234.50 

Attendance— 159 
 

December 11, Salvation Army—$3,381.00 

Attendance— 247 
 

December 18, Elizabeth New Life  - $2,559.00 

Attendance— 150 
 

December 24, Tanner’s Mission —$2,087.00 

Attendance— 237 
 

December 25, Neurological Ctr. —$1,263.00 

Attendance— 89 
 

January 1, General Fund —$2,164.25 

Attendance— 131 
 

January 8, Agape Ministries —$1,892.00 

Attendance— 238 
 

January 15, Radio Fund— $2,509.09 

Attendance—160 
 

January 22, Aug. Co. Crisis Ctr &  

Aug. Co. Group Home—$2,188.00 

Attendance—149 
 

January 29, WBCL Radio — $1,997.00 

Attendance—171 

 

 

Misc. Extra Mission Gifts 
 

Doug & Kathy McClain, $50.00 

 

Mercy Unlimited—$60.00 

 

 

Designated Offerings March 

 March 5 General Fund 
 

 March 12 Dr. David Kimberly,  
   Barnabas Ministry 
 

 March 19 Doug & Kathy McClain, 
   Pirmasens, Germany 
 

 March 26 Gospel Tent, 
   Auglaize County Fair 
   

Many of you have taken advantage of online giving.  If you 

are interested in getting started, you can visit our website at 

www.firstchurchnk.org and click on the link in the upper left 

marked “Click here to log in to My First Church”.  You will be 

prompted to create an account.  If your email address is  not 

recognized please call the office at 419-753-2446 and talk to 

Connie, she can assist you. 

Financial Snapshot for January 2023 
 

General Operating Fund Balance  $135,973.07 

Benevolent Fund Balance   $29,894.51 

VBS Fund Balance    $7,095.53 

Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance $13,285.66 

Radio Ministry Fund Balance   $35,601.50 

Music Ministry Fund Balance   $2,187.50 

Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance  $85,659.65 

Camp Fund Balance    $12,652.08 

Building Maintenance Fund Balance  $260,208.22 

 Held for Elevator: $93,595.57 

 Held for Sanctuary Painting $53,027.88 
 

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance   $921.20 

Sr. High Youth Fund Balance   $1,553.78 

Organ Concert Series Fund Balance  $686.59 

Global Missions Fund Balance   $7,454.01 

Christian Women’s Fund Balance  $6,965.83 

Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance  $7,028.93 

Sunday School Fund Balance   $6,851.73 

Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance  $84,942.55 

Those In Need Fund Balance   $16,279.22 

Building Technology & Improvements Bal. $22,502.97 
 

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer  

at the church office. 419-753-2446 
 

Balance Due on Heating System Loans  $0.00 (PAID!) 

Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:  $8,344.00 



8 

 
 

 

 

 

Senior Pastor Joel Bucklin 
P.O. Box 339 
200 W. Bremen St. 
New Knoxville, OH  45871-0339 
419-753-2446 
Office e-mail: firstchurchnk@nktelco.net 
Church Website: www.firstchurchnk.org 
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ORGANIZATION 
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NEW KNOXVILLE, OH  45871 

Text your name and 
“remove”  to  

419-405-3265  

to be removed from our 
newsletter mailing list. 

Find us on Facebook & Instagram at 

#firstchurchnk 

 

 

 

 

First Church is quickly approaching the end of our third 
year live streaming our Sunday morning worship 

services. It began out of necessity in the early days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and grew to be a regular 

ministry in addition to the radio broadcast.  

Many of you are blessed by this ministry. I am grateful 
for the people who have volunteered over the last three 

years, and especially to our two main volunteers:       
Deb Katterheinrich and Connie Schroer.  

With that being said, we need your help! I originally 
envisioned a team of 4-5 people sharing this 

responsibility. We are currently working with half that 
number. We need more volunteers to continue live 

streaming every week. If you are willing to help, please 
reach out to me or the church office.  Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

February 24, 2023 

April 21, 2023 

June 23, 2023 

 

Location:  First Church Ministry Center 

200 W. Bremen St., New Knoxville 

Time:  Noon to 6 pm 
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