
  

 

The Daily Disciple 
Newsletter of First Church of New Knoxville | January 2023 

Below is a list of those nominated for office and 
outgoing officers who have completed their terms.   

Nominations from the floor will also be accepted. 

 

 Elders: Keith Leffel 

  Mark Schrolucke  (outgoing) 

 

  Michelle Dillon 

  Carolyn Lammers (outgoing) 

  

             Trustee: Jesse Dillon 

  Bob Snyder (outgoing) 

 

            Deacons:  Dean Haberkamp 

  Brian Hoge (outgoing) 
 

  Maria Lammers 

  Maria Lammers (outgoing) 
 

  Zach Metzger 

  Dave Roediger (outgoing) 
 

  Brian Jones 

  Brian Jones (outgoing) 

Congregational Meeting  

January 8 —10:00 am  

We will approve the nominees for trustee,  

deacons and elders of First Church for the  

coming year. Nominees are listed to the left. 

 Annual Meeting  

January 22 —10:00 am  

As a church we will gather together to hear from                      
Pastor Joel, Pastor Tory and the Treasurer.  

The Designated offering, salary and budget committees  

of the church will present their recommendations  

and we will elect officers for the coming year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15th - 5:30 pm 

 

“God is spirit, and those who worship Him  

must worship in spirit and truth” John 4:24 

 



2 

Dear First Church Family,    

 New Year. New You.  

 People tend to make New Year’s resolutions when the calendar flips to January. 
The new year is seen as an opportunity for a fresh start. Some people seek to exercise 
more or lose a few pounds. Others try to finally kick that bad habit they haven’t been able 
to shake yet. Still others make New Year’s resolutions to finally start that good habit 
they’ve been putting off for too long.  

 All these things can have a positive impact on an individual’s life. There is nothing 
inherently special about January that makes these commitments possible – although this 
is a good time to find a good deal on a gym membership! The new year brings the hope of 
change. New calendar. New year. New you.  

 There is an unfortunate downside that can be built into these New Year’s resolutions. The downside is the 
implied belief that your life will finally be better if and only if you accomplish your goals. You will finally be happy if 
you lose the weight or kick the bad habit. But what happens if you don’t accomplish your goal? Many gym 
memberships are unused in February. Many bible reading plans don’t make it through Leviticus. Trust me. I know 
from experience. The common problem with New Year’s resolutions is we give them too much weight. Our sense of 
contentment and joy is wrapped up in our ability to achieve the goals we set for ourselves. We rely too much on our 
own effort. When this happens, we turn a good thing into an idol.  

 New Year’s resolutions are appealing because they promise a changed life. Unfortunately, they fail to deliver 
more often than not. If that is the case, how can a person experience the change they need? The Bible gives us a clear 
answer. Real change comes from Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” This is not the latest diet or exercise program. This is spiritual 
transformation. This is new life for the spiritually dead. This is freedom from the power and penalty of sin. This is real, 
lasting, life altering change.  

 Do you want to experience change in 2023? Begin by committing your life to Jesus Christ. Experience his 
forgiveness. You will never be the same again.  

In Christ, Pastor Joel  

 

 
 

The Kids in Awana got to have a 

pajama night right before   

Christmas break. 

There are approximately 50 kids 

participating in Awana.  

Wednesday night classes resume 

on January 4th. 

Awana Coordinator Alie Bucklin 

will have a full update and a peek 

into what scriptures the kids are 

studying in the February 

newsletter. 
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Dear First Church Family, 

It’s hard to believe that we’re at the start of a brand-new calendar year. As I reflect on 

2022, I cannot help but see God’s faithfulness in every moment of the year. In August, we 

had a brand-new batch of 7th grade students come into our youth ministry, and it’s been 

awesome! They have a hunger to know God and to grow in their relationship with Him. 

We’re going to keep feeding that hunger to know Jesus in 2023 by pushing them to go 

deeper in their personal relationship with Christ. 

 A few weeks ago, I asked the students what they wanted to talk about at bible study in 

the coming year. One student said that they wanted to do a study on how our faith in 

Jesus Christ helps us overcome challenges in our life. Starting in January we’re going to be studying some of the 

stories of God’s faithful people in scripture and looking at how they used their faith to overcome challenges in their 

life. Our students will study through the stories of Joseph, Moses, Job, and many other faithful people in scripture to 

see how their faith impacted how they lived each day and responded to different challenges in their lives. Our prayer 

is that our students will see how their relationship with Christ will help them life a life of faith and overcome the 

challenges they face as young believers.   

Please be praying for our students and leaders as we dive into this next study! I’m excited to see what the Lord will do 

in our students through this study.  

Tory Breitigan 

Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages. 
The cold winter weather is here. Please keep an eye on our youth group Facebook and Instagram page  

for any weather-related cancelations on Wednesday or Sunday evenings.  
We will do our best to get the word out as quickly as possible if there is a cancelation.  

 

   Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup    Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup   

  

•  Youth Group starts on Wednesday, January 4th at 7pm.  

•  Junior and senior high bible study starts on Sunday, 

January 8th at 7 pm at Dave and Judy Bambauer’s house.  

•  No Junior  and senior high bible study on January 15.  All 

students are invited to attend the Praise & Prayer Night.  

  
•  Sunday School & Confirmation resume January 1. 
  
•  There will be no confirmation or Sunday school on 

January 22 to allow our teachers to attend the annual 

meeting. ALL Confirmation students are expected to 

attend the Annual Meeting. 

The students did such a good job with the Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program .  More photos on page 5. 
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January is the start of the Bible in a Year challenge.  

We hope you join us in our commitment to read the entire Bible in 2023. The 

plan, which is included in this newsletter,  includes readings from the Old and 

New Testament every day. There are plenty of resources to help you stick 

with the plan and understand what you are reading. Here are a few options: 

The Bible Project (bibleproject.com): The Bible Project is a series of videos that cover a wide range of topics. 

Their website includes overviews of every book of the Bible, major themes and words, and how to 

understand the story of the Bible as a whole. The mission of the Bible Project is to help people “experience 

the Bible as a unified story that leads to Jesus.” Their videos can also be found on YouTube.  

The Bible Recap Podcast: The Bible Recap is a daily podcast hosted by Tara Leigh Cobble. The episodes are only 8-

10 minutes long, so it is easy to follow along or catch up if you get behind. Every episode recaps the daily 

Bible reading and includes a “God Shot” – the picture or snapshot of God’s character during that reading. 

The podcast follows a Chronological reading of the Bible. It will not line up with our plan, but it may still be a 

helpful tool. The podcast is about to begin year four, and all the old episodes are available.  

A good study Bible: Don’t underestimate the power of a good study Bible. You will come across passages of 

scripture that are difficult to understand. Study Bibles provide notes to help the reader understand and apply 

scripture. A good study Bible will also help connect the passage to the rest of Scripture. Pastor Joel can 

recommend a study Bible if you do not have one.  

Reading Scripture in Community: One of the best ways to stick with a Bible Reading plan is by having people to 

hold you accountable. It can be your spouse, you children, or a small group of friends. Consider joining a 

group of people that meet regularly throughout the year to discuss what you read and how to apply it to 

your life.  

Six Week study starts Tuesday, January 10th 

Maria Lammers will be hosting a women’s bible study entitled 

The Power of Knowing God by Tony Evans.   

The study will meet on Tuesday nights at 7:00 pm starting in 

the ministry center at First Church.   

Dr. Tony Evans believes seeking to know God is life’s greatest purpose. In this practical, six-session video series, he 

shares strategies and skills for how you can live victoriously as a child of God. 

Your connection with God can be so much more than going to church, reading the Bible, and attending study 

groups. Using in-depth scriptural studies alongside stories from his own life, Dr. Evans will equip you with the tools 

you need for pursuing an authentic and life-transforming relationship with your Savior. 

There is a workbook as well a book to go along with the study.  They can be purchased through Amazon or let  Maria 

know and she can order them for you.  Please order the workbook for sure, the book is optional.   

If you have any questions or want to RSVP you can call Maria at  419-953-6129 or call the office at 419-753-2446. 
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Thank you to our Sunday 

School teachers and pianists 

who did a great job preparing  

the kids for their program. 

Photo Credit: Abby Homan, Christina 

Zumbroegel & Tory Breitigan 

Below:  The Junior and Senior High Youth had fun at their annual 

Christmas party. 

 

Right:  Despite the cold temperatures we celebrated the birth of the 

King of Kings at our Christmas Eve Candlelight service. 
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To the family of Larry Haberkamp.   

Larry entered into Christ’s care  

on Wednesday, December 7, 2022. He was 71.   

He was given a Christian burial at Pilger Ruhe Cemetery 
on Saturday, December 17, 2022 

 

 

 

on the birth of their son Silas Jordan who arrived on 
Saturday, December 10, 2022 weighing 8 lb. 1 oz. and 

was 20.5” long. He was welcomed home by  

Millie, Claire, and Hershel.  

 

Donald & Carolyn Henschen, 58 years on January 3 

Tom & Ann Leffel, 51 years on January 8 

 

 

who will celebrate her 90th birthday on January 1st 

If you would like to send her a note or card you can do 
so at PO Box 305, New Knoxville, OH  45871 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear First Church, a special thanks to you for the 
beautiful rose for our anniversary.  It is a blessing to 
have celebrated 67 years together. 

John & Norma Schroer 

 

Dear First Church, thank you for the exam care 
package that was delivered during my finals week!  I 
appreciate all the support my church family has 
graced me with while on my journey toward becoming 
a physician.  Thanks again!  Alicia Weadock 

 

Dear First Church, I wanted to thank you for the final 
exam week care package.  It was a fun surprise  and 
made for good study break snacks!  I have missed my 
First Church family while I have been at BGSU and am 
excited to attend the services while I am home.   

Thanks again!  Erica Weadock 

 

Dear First Church, may God bless you for the 
generous donations to our ministry.  Rustic Hope  

 

Dear First Church NK, from my very first training camp 
on AIA Staff in New Knoxville and continuing to today, 
your First Church community has been one of the 
biggest blessings and encouragements in my staff 
journey.   

I cannot say THANK YOU enough for your prayers, 
thoughtful generosity and to God's perfect timing of 
your November Gift Offering.  What a huge blessing 
coming toward the end of the year and with several 
families having to end their partnership for this season 
due to loss of jobs and family health concerns.  I miss 
seeing y'all and pray for you as often as I think of you.   

God continues to widen incredible ministry doors here 
on my campus in Missouri with student athletes as 
well as new international opportunities.  Hugs and 
grateful blessings to each of you my friends and 
partners in ministry.  Clint Mahan, Global Football, 
Athletes in Action 
 

Dear First Church, thank you for your support of 
Nations of Coaches.  The Lord is giving us so many 
opportunities to advance His Kingdom in the lives of 
coaches and their wives. We pray the Lord’s blessings 
on  you all.  Nations of Coaches 



7 

Offering facts & figures 

 
 

 
The offering totals shown here include both     

Sunday morning gifts and online giving. 
 

 

 

November 6 —  General Fund 

$2,841.00 

Attendance— 148 

 

November 13—Clint Mahan, 

Athletes in Action, Xenia 

$2,065.00 

Attendance—173 

 

November 20—Outreach & Evangelism 

$2,365.08 

Attendance—225 

 

November 23—Joint Thanksgiving Eve  

with the NK UMC 

Agape Ministries—$595.00 

Attendance—150 

 

November 27—Mercy Unlimited 

Jail Ministry 

$1,836.00 

Attendance—167 

 

Misc. Extra Mission Gifts 

 

Doug & Kathy McClain 

$2,550.00 

 

Rustic Hope 

$2,550.00 

 

WTGN Radio 

$50.00 

 

Designated Offerings December 

  

 January 1 General Fund 

 January 8 Agape Ministries, St. Marys 

 January 15 Radio Ministry Fund 

 January 22 Auglaize County Group Home  

   & Auglaize County Crisis Center 

 January 29 WBCL Radio Ministry 
  

Many of you have taken advantage of online giving.  If you 

are interested in getting started, you can visit our website at 

www.firstchurchnk.org and click on the link in the upper left 

marked “Click here to log in to My First Church”.  You will be 

prompted to create an account.  If your email address is  not 

recognized please call the office at 419-753-2446 and talk to 

Connie, she can assist you. 

Financial Snapshot for November 2022 
 

General Operating Fund Balance  $99,376.05 

Benevolent Fund Balance   $30,484.51 

VBS Fund Balance    $6,835.53 

Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance $13,285.66 

Radio Ministry Fund Balance   $34,970.50 

Music Ministry Fund Balance   $2,430.87 

Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance  $85,659.65 

Camp Fund Balance    $12,587.08 

Building Maintenance Fund Balance  $260,930.73 

 Held for Elevator: $93,595.57 

 Held for Sanctuary Painting $51,442.28 
 

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance   $1,380.30 

Sr. High Youth Fund Balance   $1,868.99 

Organ Concert Series Fund Balance  $686.59 

Global Missions Fund Balance   $7,454.01 

Christian Women’s Fund Balance  $6,880.83 

Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance  $6,938.45 

Sunday School Fund Balance   $8,686.23 

Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance  $34,942.55 

Those In Need Fund Balance   $17,047.22 

Building Technology & Improvements Bal. $22,502.97 
 

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer  

at the church office. 419-753-2446 
 

Balance Due on Heating System Loan as of 12/22  $0.00 (PAID!) 

Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:  $10,635.00 
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Senior Pastor Joel Bucklin 
P.O. Box 339 
200 W. Bremen St. 
New Knoxville, OH  45871-0339 
419-753-2446 
Office e-mail: firstchurchnk@nktelco.net 
Church Website: www.firstchurchnk.org 
Return Service Requested    

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT #5 

NEW KNOXVILLE, OH  45871 

Text your name and 
“remove”  to  

419-405-3265  

to be removed from our 
newsletter mailing list. 

Find us on Facebook & Instagram at 

#firstchurchnk 

 

 

 

 

First Church is quickly approaching the end of our third 
year live streaming our Sunday morning worship 

services. It began out of necessity in the early days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and grew to be a regular 

ministry in addition to the radio broadcast.  

Many of you are blessed by this ministry. I am grateful 
for the people who have volunteered over the last three 

years, and especially to our two main volunteers:       
Deb Katterheinrich and Connie Schroer.  

With that being said, we need your help! I originally 
envisioned a team of 4-5 people sharing this 

responsibility. We are currently working with half that 
number. We need more volunteers to continue live 

streaming every week. If you are willing to help, please 
reach out to me or the church office.  Pastor Joel 

 

 

 

December 30, 2022 

February 24, 2023 

April 21, 2023 

 

Location:  First Church Ministry Center 

200 W. Bremen St., New Knoxville 

Time:  Noon to 6 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:firstchurchnk@nktelco.net
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