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Red Cross Bloodmobile
December 30—Noon to 6 pm
First Church Ministry Center
Congregational Meeting
January 8 —10:00 am
We will approve the nominees for trustee,
deacons and elders of First Church for the
coming year. Nominees will also be listed In
the Sunday bulletin on 12/25 & 1/1/2023
Annual Meeting
January 22 —10:00 am
As a church we gather together to hear from
Pastor Joel, Pastor Tory and the treasurer.
The Designated offering, salary and budget
committees of the church will present their
recommendations and we will elect officers for
the coming year.

Dear First Church Family,

When you hear the word “Christmas”, what is the first thing that comes to mind?
The first thing that my kids think about are presents. They love circling items in the toy
catalog. I had to explain to Myles a couple weeks ago that you do not automatically get
something if you ask for it. Perhaps you think about Christmas trees and decorations. We
have more boxes labeled “Christmas decorations” in our basement than every other
holiday combined. Maybe you think about family gatherings and the food you will eat.
For some people, more than you would probably guess, the word “Christmas” conjures
mixed emotions, grief over lost loved ones, or painful memories.
This year, I want to encourage you to think of a different word: gospel. First and
foremost, Christmas is about the Gospel of Jesus Christ. John 3:16 reminds us that “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life.” Christmas is the start of a rescue mission. Jesus came to seek and save the lost.
Above all else, Christmas should remind us that Jesus is the savior we need. That is what the angels revealed to the
shepherds on the night Jesus was born. They said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:1011).
That will be our focus during Advent this year. We will reflect on God’s plan of salvation through his son Jesus
Christ. There are a variety of ways you can join us at First Church this year. You are invited to join us for Sunday
morning worship. The Sunday School Department will put on their Christmas program on December 11 at 9 am. Their
theme this year is “Prepare the Way”, and it focuses on how we can prepare our own hearts for Jesus. Of course, you
are also invited to join us for Christmas Eve Candlelight service on December 24 at 7:30 pm. Christmas Day also
happens to be a Sunday this year. We will have our regular worship service at 9 am, but no Sunday School that day.
Presents, decorations, and family gatherings are good. They bring much joy to this season. But do not let
them drown out the real reason we celebrate Christmas. Jesus, the savior and messiah, is born!

In Christ, Pastor Joel

In this Advent devotional, Dr.
David Jeremiah explores the
Christmas story through the
lens of one simple question:
“Why?”

Join us as we read through the Bible in 2023
together as a church.
The plan includes daily readings from the Old
and New Testaments.
It is based on the plan found in the Our Daily
Bread devotional.

Each of the twenty-five
chapters asks a simple
question to help highlight and explain the
significance of the Biblical story. For example,
“Why did God become a man?”, “Why Mary?” and
“Why did Jesus come when he did?” are all covered
in the first week.

In addition, the Sunday sermon will focus on a
scripture from the previous week. The goal is to
discover God’s plan of salvation from Genesis to
Revelation, and to understand how all scripture
points to Jesus.

Dr. Jeremiah draws from both the Old and New
Testament to help us better understand the birth
of Christ. Pick up a free copy at the church or in the
office.

The full plan is available on pages 5 and 6, you can
tear it out and put it in your bible. It will also be
available to download from our website at
www.firstchurchnk.org
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•
•

•

No junior and senior high bible study on December 18, 25,
and January 1st. Bible study will resume on January 8.
Youth Group Christmas party is on Wednesday, December
14th from 7-9pm in the Ministry Center. Students are
encouraged to wear Christmas PJ’s and bring a $10 gift for
our gift exchange.
st

•

December 25—No Confirmation

•

January 1—Confirmation resumes

•

January 22—No Confirmation class. Students are
expected to attend the Annual meeting.

__________________________________

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

th

No youth group on December 21 and December 28 .
Youth group will resume on January 4th.

Dear First Church Family,

We’re just a few weeks away from the Sunday School Christmas Program! This
year our theme is “Prepare the Way.” The Christmas season is always so busy. It’s easy to
get caught up in all of the things we have to do at Christmas time. There are gifts to buy,
parties to attend, and lots of family get togethers. All of those are great things but they
can keep us from truly preparing our hearts to celebrate the birth of our savior. The
Advent season is meant to be a season of preparation! We’re supposed to be preparing
our hearts for Jesus. If you read through the birth story of Jesus, you’ll see many different
people that we used to help prepare the way for Jesus. God used angels, wisemen,
shepherds, and many others to help prepare people to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord.
On Sunday, December 11th during the Sunday morning service, you’re invited to join us as our Sunday school
kids help us to prepare our hearts for Jesus’ birth!
Tory Breitigan

Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages.
The cold winter weather is here. Please keep an eye on our youth group Facebook and Instagram page
for any weather-related cancelations on Wednesday or Sunday evenings.
We will do our best to get the word out as quickly as possible if there is a cancelation.

Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup

•
•

Sunday school Christmas program practice- Sunday, December 4th during the Sunday school hour.

•
•

No Sunday school on Sunday, December 25th.

Our Sunday school Christmas program is on Sunday, December 11th during the 9 am worship service.
All Sunday school students participating in the program need to be in their Sunday school classrooms
by 8:50 am. We will NOT have Sunday school after the Christmas program.
January 1- Sunday school resumes.
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To the family of Lee Katterheinrich
Lee entered into Christ’s care
on November 2, 2022. He was 79

Dear First Church, Thank you so much for your
prayers, cards and phone calls during my recent
illness. I appreciate all your concerns and kindness.
Thank you also to Pastor Joel for his visits and prayers.
I am truly blessed by my church family.
Sincerely, Marcia Wierwille
Dear First Church, Thanks to everyone for their
prayers, calls and cards following my recent knee
surgery. You certainly brightened my days! I’m
getting around better all the time. Thanks again for
your thoughtfulness. Emily Little
Dear First Church, Thanks to family and friends for the
many well wishes I received for my 99th birthday,
either by cards, phone calls or visits in person. Special
thanks for the flowers, gifts and food. All was
appreciated and blessings to all. Dorothy Prueter
Dear First Church, Thank you to our First Church
family for the beautiful red rose honoring our 51st
wedding anniversary, and also thanks to those who
sent cards and well wishes. These kind gestures are
greatly appreciated. Doug & Linda Hoelscher
Dear First Church Family, DANKE! The Lord has used
you once again to bless us through your generous gifts
to our ministry here in Germany. Please pray that God
will provide for our monthly funding deficit. We pray
that you have a Christ-filled Christmas and a blessed
New Year! Frohe Weihnachten!
Doug & Kathy McClain
Dear Church Members, Thank you for your donation
to Eight Days of Hope and for being generous during
times of natural disasters. We are all stunned by the
destruction in Florida which makes your financial gift
so important. Eight Days of Hope
Dear First Church, We are deeply grateful for the gifts
sent to Samaritan’s Purse for US Disaster Aid /
Hurricane Relief. Your support makes a tremendous
difference in the lives of hurting people as we bring
relief in Jesus’ Name. Franklin Graham, Samaritan’s
Purse.
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Financial Snapshot for October 2022
General Operating Fund Balance
Benevolent Fund Balance
VBS Fund Balance
Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance
Radio Ministry Fund Balance
Music Ministry Fund Balance
Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance
Camp Fund Balance
Building Maintenance Fund Balance

$93,217.72
$31,716.01
$6,835.53
$13,285.66
$36,895.50
$2,430.87
$85,659.65
$12,587.08
$256,203.24

Held for Elevator: $93,595.57
Held for Sanctuary Painting $51,242.28

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance
Sr. High Youth Fund Balance
Organ Concert Series Fund Balance
Global Missions Fund Balance
Christian Women’s Fund Balance
Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance
Sunday School Fund Balance
Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance
Those In Need Fund Balance
Building Technology & Improvements Bal.

$1,410.67
$1,849.36
$686.59
$7,454.01
$6,880.83
$5,940.48
$9,117.15
$20,000.00
$17,946.68
$22,502.97

Offering facts & figures
The offering totals shown here include both
Sunday morning gifts and online giving.
October 30 — Carl Lanham,
Nations of Coaches—$1,626.00
Attendance— 172
November 6 — General Fund
$2,841.00
Attendance— 148
November 13—Clint Mahan,
Athletes in Action, Xenia
$2,065.00
Attendance—173

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer
at the church office. 419-753-2446
Balance Due on Heating System Loan as of 10/31 $25,000.00
Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:
$35,635.00

Misc. Extra Mission Gifts

OCC Postage Gifts — $410.00

Designated Offerings December

Rustic Hope—$1,000.00

December 4 General Fund
December 11 Salvation Army of Lima
December 18 Elizabeth New Life Pregnancy
Center in Sidney
December 24 Tanner’s Romanian Mission
December 25 Open Sunday

_______________________________

Many of you have taken advantage of online giving. If you
are interested in getting started, you can visit our website at
www.firstchurchnk.org and click on the link in the upper left
marked “Click here to log in to My First Church”. You will be
prompted to create an account. If your email address is not
recognized please call the office at 419-753-2446 and talk to
Connie, she can assist you.
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463 shoeboxes were delivered to the
OCC collection center this year.
Thank you to all who built boxes and to
Sharon Colson for coordinating again this year.
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Text your name and
“remove” to
419-405-3265
to be removed from our
newsletter mailing list.

Find us on Facebook & Instagram at
#firstchurchnk
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