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The Fall Kickoff party will follow immediately after the
service. You are invited to bring a dish to share. First
Church will provide the main dish and drinks.
There will be fun activities for the kids including a
bounce house, face painting, 9-square, corn hole, and
the park playground and splash pad.
The service will include immersion baptisms.
Contact Pastor Joel if you are interested in learning more about baptism.

Here’s a quick list of things to remember for Worship at the Park:
• Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on. We will provide some chairs, but it’s best to come prepared!
• Bring a dish to share for the Fall Kickoff. Food items can be dropped off in the shelter house before
the service begins.
• Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to join us!
The Fall Kickoff is a great opportunity to get connected to First Church.

We will worship Christ as our Lord and King, sing
of His goodness, and invite the presence of the
Holy Spirit into our lives, our churches and our
communities. All are welcome.
Come worship the King of Kings!

Dear First Church Family,
Summer is quickly winding down. Family vacations are over. The county fair is in
the books. School will be back in full swing in a couple short weeks. It is hard to believe
how quickly it passed by.
As summer comes to a close, fall activities will soon be in full swing. Yes, the
Buckeyes will play football soon, but that is not what I was talking about. Sunday School,
Confirmation, Youth Group, and adult Bible studies will soon launch. It all begins with the
Fall Kickoff. This year, the Fall Kickoff will be at the New Knoxville Community Park. We
will hold an outdoor worship service at 10:15 am, with a meal and activities to follow. It
will be a great day and a great way to kick off a new ministry year.
I am also excited to announce that several individuals will be baptized that
morning. Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. It is a public statement of that
individual’s faith in Christ and commitment to live for him. When a parent baptizes their child, it is a statement of
their faith and their commitment to raise their child to know the Lord. When an older individual is baptized, it is an
opportunity for them to state their trust in Jesus as Savior and desire to follow him as Lord. We do not believe that
the water of baptism saves a person, regardless of what age they are baptized. The act of baptism points beyond
itself to the death and resurrection of Jesus. His sacrifice saves us from sin. Each person must receive his grace and
mercy by faith. Baptism, then, is an act of obedience in response to God’s salvation in Christ. I look forward to hearing
their testimony and witnessing their public proclamation of faith in Christ.
Please reach out to me if you are interested in learning more about baptism. I look forward to seeing all of
you at the park on September 4!

In Christ, Pastor Joel

Awana is a midweek program that helps churches
reach kids for Christ through fun, scripture rich
experiences that lead them to know, love and serve
Him. Their goal is to equip leaders and children to
change the world through the evangelism and longterm discipleship ministry of Awana. Our church
would like to provide the opportunity for children
ages 3 to grade 6 to participate in this amazing program this fall. In order to reach our goal, we need two
things.
First, we need prayer. Pray that the gospel will reach the children of New Knoxville and beyond through
this program. Second, we need volunteers to make this ministry possible.
There are a number of different opportunities to volunteer from being a club leader, guiding and helping
the other volunteers, to being a Listener, listening to the children recite their
weekly memory verses.
An informational meeting is scheduled in the ministry center after church on
Wednesday, August 31 at 7:00. If you are interested in learning more about
volunteering, please sign up on the clipboard at the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the survey using the QR code to the left.
If you have any questions, please contact Alie Bucklin (330) 933-0082.
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•

Youth group kick-off party is on Wednesday, September 7th from 7-9 pm in the ministry. We’re celebrating the
start of the new year together. Come hungry. Bring friends and check our Instagram page for more information!

•

Wednesday night youth group will meet each week from 7-8:30 pm during the school year. All junior and senior
high students are invited!

•

Junior and Senior high bible study starts on Sunday, September 11th. Bible study will meet at Dave and Judy
Bambauer’s house every Sunday afternoon. Keep an eye on the bulletin for meeting time.

•

See You at the Pole is on Wednesday, September 28th at 7:15 am at the flagpole outside the school.
All students are invited to join us in praying for the school year that morning.

Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages.
The kids schedules are always changing and we adjust as needed.
Last minute changes to times, dates & locations get posted to our social media pages.
Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup
Dear First Church Family,
A few weeks ago, Jake and I had the opportunity to visit my family in Michigan. My
mom’s house is on a lake that connects to Lake Michigan. We look forward to our summer
visit to my family because we love spending time on the water. My favorite thing to do is to
wake up early and spend time sitting on the patio looking at the lake. On the last day we
were in Michigan, I decided to go paddle boarding early in the morning. As I was on the
water, I took time to talk to the Lord. He used the paddle board to teach me a lesson that
morning. The hardest part of paddle boarding is keeping your balance on the board in the
water. One way to stay balanced is to keep looking at the horizon instead of looking at your
feet. Every time I looked at my feet, I would start to wobble on the board. The second I
returned my gaze to the horizon I regained my balance. The Lord brought Colossians 3:1-3 to mind, “Since, then, you
have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”
God used the paddle board to remind me of where my focus needed to be. Setting our hearts and or minds
on Christ helps us to keep our balance in the busyness of life. Setting our hearts and minds on Him grounds and
steadies us when life feels chaotic and hectic. We’re all busy people. We have a lot going on in our lives. It’s easy to
let those things become the focus of our attention and lose sight of Christ. Focusing on the things around us more
than on Christ causes us to lose our balance. When we shift our gaze on Him and set our hearts on Him, He puts
everything going on around us in perspective.
I don’t know about you, but I really needed that gentle nudge from God to remind me to keep my eyes and
heart focused on Him. My encouragement to you is to set your heart and mind on Christ each day. Keep looking
towards Him and seeking Him out daily.
Youth Pastor, Tory Breitigan
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It’s the first day of Sunday school. We’re looking forward to a great year! We cannot wait to see how God works
in the lives of our kids and families at First Church.

•
•

2nd grade students will receive their new Adventure bible during the service on September 11th.
We will also take time to pray for our Sunday school kids, teachers and helpers as a church.

September 11th is also promotion Sunday! If your child is moving into a new class, please bring them to their
new classroom that morning.
The Pre-K room is directly behind the sanctuary on the main floor.
The K - 1st grade room is located at the southwest corner of the main floor.
The 2-3rd grade room is located at the southwest corner of the second floor.
The 4-6th grade room is located off the north side of the balcony.

Bible Studies are a great way to connect with other believers
and grow in your faith. Here are some Bible Studies that will
meet this fall.
Men’s Bible Study – Sunday’s at 8 am in the Youth Room
Adult Sunday School Class – Sunday’s at 10:15 am in the
Ministry Center (See detail below)

There is a confirmation meeting for parents
and students on Monday, August 29th at
6:30 pm.
All students participating in confirmation
this year need to attend.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9 am in the Youth Room
Tuesday Night Bible Study – 6:30 pm in the Youth Room
Thursday Morning Bible Study – 10 am in the Youth
Room

Confirmation classes begin on September
11. They will meet in the Ministry Center
youth room from 10:15 am to 11:15 am.

Aaron Rohrbaugh will lead the class through
Francis Chan’s new study “Jesus’ Farewell
Message”. Check out the description below from
RightNow Media. The class begins on Sunday,
September 18 during the Sunday School hour.
All are welcome!
Do you know Jesus? It’s one thing to know facts about him, but to experience his love, wisdom, and guidance in
your life is what it means to follow him. On the night before he was crucified, Jesus invited his disciples into a deep
relationship with the triune God—and his invitation stands for us too. In this 6-part series, Francis Chan dives into
John 13–17, a passage rich in promises, commands, and eternal truths. He’ll remind us we aren’t called to a parttime faith—we were made to know, walk with, and commune with God.
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The Consistory accepted Holly Smith’s resignation as choir director at their regular monthly meeting on
July 18, 2022. First Church thanks Holly for her ministry and is grateful for the time she was with our
church. We wish her well in her future endeavors!
The Personnel Committee will meet soon to discuss plans to fill the vacant Choir Director position. Please
contact Pastor Joel if you are interested in this position and would like to learn more about this opportunity.
At the monthly meeting on August 15, Consistory accepted a bid from Superior Seal Coating of Sidney to
fill cracks, seal coat and re-stripe the parking lot at a cost of $8,602.06. This will be paid from the building maintenance fund.

Operation Christmas Child
First Church will collect boxes again this year for Operation Christmas Child.
Back to School shopping is a great time to pick up a few extra items for your
boxes. Pre-printed boxes will be available at the church beginning August 21.
You can return boxes to the church any time before November 13, 2022.

Sharing the Legacy of Gilbert & Cornelia Schroer
Ken Kroehler will be at First Church on Sunday, August 28.
Ken is the son of Evelyn Schroer Kroehler and the grandson of Rev. Gilbert
and Cornelia Schroer. Ken’s grandfather Gilbert was confirmed at First
Church in 1912 and graduated from NK School in 1914. Gilbert was
ordained to the ministry in 1921. In 1922 he married Cornelia Rodeheffer,
also from New Knoxville. She was also confirmed here and eventually
ordained to the ministry in 1980. In 1922 they were sent by First Church
New Knoxville, to serve as missionaries to Japan.
They followed in the footsteps of Rev. H.H. Cook and Emma Fledderjohan, also from First Church, who
were missionaries to Yamagata Prefecture, in the northern region of the Tohoku. Cornelia Schroer wrote
the book “What Makes New Knoxville Special” and also penned “Through The Storm” with her husband
Gilbert. Both books are available in the church office.
Ken will be joined by Irene Rodriguez, granddaughter of Herman and Emma Cook.
Mr. Kroehler is going to present information about his grandparents time in Japan and their connection to
New Knoxville.
You are invited to meet them in the Social Room after the service. All are invited to attend. Traditional
Japanese green tea, rice and a small assortment of Japanese dishes will be served.
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on the birth of their daughter Lillian Sue Bruns who
arrived on Wednesday, August 3
weighing 7 lbs.
14.1 ounces.

Dear First Church, thank you for everyone’s thoughts
and prayers during a very difficult few weeks for our
family as we laid Chrissy’s dad to rest and brought
Jordan into this world. We cannot express enough the
difference it made to know how many people were
praying for us and Jordan while he was in the special
care nursery. We are forever grateful! Thank you!
The Zumbroegel Family

She was welcomed home by big sister Evelyn Grace
and big brother Noah.

Dear First Church, thank you for the beautiful rose we
were given for our anniversary. Wayne & Nancy
Bambauer
Dear First Church, we are grateful for the beautiful rose
in honor of our 73rd wedding anniversary. Roger &
Ruby Settlage
Dear First Church, thank you for the blanket that
members took time to make. I am sure it will come in
handy to stay warm at college! Also thank you for the
opportunity to be able to worship and celebrate with
my fellow classmates. Dakota Kennedy
Dear First Church of New Knoxville, may God bless you
for the generous donations to our ministry.
Rustic Hope, Russia, Ohio
First Church Family, thank you for the beautiful flower
arrangement in honor of our anniversary. We enjoyed it
all week. Larry & Becky Longworth

Larry Haberkamp celebrated a birthday

Thank you to the Elders and the Congregation for
recognizing my sixth anniversary at First Church. I am
grateful for the love and support you give me and my
family. We praise God for his faithfulness to us and our
church family! In Christ, Pastor Joel, Alie, Josephine, and
Myles

1140 S. Knoxville Ave. , St. Marys, Ohio

on Friday, August 12th.
His address is Vancrest of St. Marys,

Don Maurer celebrated a birthday on Tuesday,
August 9. His address is 09428 State Route 219,
New Knoxville, Ohio

Dear First Church, Thank you so much for my church
anniversary gift. It’s hard to believe it’s already been
seven years. I guess time really does fly when you’re
having fun. It’s been such a joy and honor to serve
alongside of you. Thank you for all the love and support
you’ve given Jake and I over the last 7 years. We are so
grateful for you all. Tory & Jake Breitigan

Joann Wilkins will celebrate a birthday on
Thursday, August 25.
Her address is 11133 Yost Circle,
St. Marys, Ohio
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Financial Snapshot for July 2022
General Operating Fund Balance
Benevolent Fund Balance
VBS Fund Balance
Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance
Radio Ministry Fund Balance
Music Ministry Fund Balance
Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance
Camp Fund Balance
Building Maintenance Fund Balance

Offering facts & figures

$105,458.00
$33,364.51
$6,835.53
$13,285.66
$37,843.08
$2,736.09
$85,659.65
$12,587.08
$251,492.12

Held for Elevator: $93,545.57
Held for Sanctuary Painting $49,142.28

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance
Sr. High Youth Fund Balance
Organ Concert Series Fund Balance
Global Missions Fund Balance
Christian Women’s Fund Balance
Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance
Sunday School Fund Balance
Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance
Those In Need Fund Balance
Building Technology & Improvements Bal.

$769.14
$1,108.35
$686.59
$7,454.01
$6,610.83
$4,110.72
$10,743.79
$20,000.00
$17,945.79
$22,502.97

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer
at the church office. 419-753-2446
Balance Due on Heating System Loan as of 7/31 $25,000.00
Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:
$42,685.00

The offering totals shown here include
Sunday morning gifts and all other gifts.

July 3 — General Fund — $2,164.83
Attendance— 139
July 10 — Radio Fund — $1,891.00
Attendance— 142
July 17 — Kusel Church Project, Germany
$1,704.00
Attendance— 91
July 24 — Those In Need Fund — $2,495.00
Attendance— 135
July 31 — Eight Days of Hope — $2,009.00
Attendance— 137
August 7—General Fund—$2,035.00
Attendance—156

Designated Offerings September

Misc. Gifts

September 4 — General Fund
September 11—Sunday School Ministry
September 18—General Fund
September 25—Sheffields, Ethnos 360
Many of you have taken advantage of online giving. If you
are interested in getting started, you can visit our website at
www.firstchurchnk.org and click on the link in the upper left
marked “Click here to log in to My First Church”. You will be
prompted to create an account. If your email address is not
recognized please call the office at 419-753-2446 and talk to
Connie, she can assist you.
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Doug & Kathy McClain in Germany
$150.00
Blue Jug for Kentucky Flooding Aid
Through Samaritan’s Purse
$2,189.88 (so far)
Rustic Hope, Russia, Ohio—$10.00

Have you signed up for your free account yet?
RightNow Media is an online library
of thousands of Bible Study resources for adults,
youth, and children.
Materials can be accessed on a computer, smart
phone, tablet, and smart TV apps like
Roku and Apple TV.
Go to our website at
www.firstchurchnk.org
or scan the QR code to
create your account today.
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