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Holy Week is the time of year when we commemorate the final
days of Jesus’ earthly life. You are invited to join us for the
following Holy Week services at First Church.
April 10 at 9 am – Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. That service also includes Confirmation Sunday.
The Confirmands will read their faith statements and they will
be prayed over during the service.

April 14 at 7:30 pm – Maundy Thursday
The Praise Team will lead us in worship
as we focus our attention on the cross and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

On Maundy Thursday we remember the last supper that Jesus
shared with his disciples.
We will serve communion at the altar during the service.

The Praise and Prayer Night is open to all ages
and members of the community.
Invite your friends, bring your kids, and
“Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name
together” (Psalm 34:3).

April 15 at 7:30 pm – Good Friday
On Good Friday we remember the crucifixion of Jesus. This will
be a joint worship service with the New Knoxville United
Methodist Church.

April 17 at 7:00 am – SonRise Service

The youth plan and lead the SonRise service in the Ministry
Center. All ages and families are welcome to attend.
Communion will be served.
We will be receiving new members on
Sunday, March 20 during morning worship.
April 17 at 9:00 am – Easter Service
If you are interested in becoming a member or
have questions about membership, please talk to
Pastor Joel.

On Easter Sunday, we remember the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.
We will serve communion during this service.

Dear First Church Family,

When Alie and I moved to Ashland, Ohio so that I could attend seminary, I did
not know what I would do for work. I worked as a server while in undergrad at Anderson
University. I assumed that I would easily find employment somewhere in Ashland or the
surrounding areas. Nothing was happening, however. I applied at several restaurants,
and barely received any response. One restaurant actually offered my a bartending gig,
but I decided that would not be the best fit for a full-time seminary student.
After a while, one of the administrators at the seminary reached out to me. They
knew of a youth pastor opening at a local church and thought I would be interested.
Realizing that my prospects at finding work serving tables was slim to none at that point,
I reached out to the church and set up an interview. A short time later, I began serving in
the position that I would hold for the next 6.5 years. It was not the church I expected to
attend nor the denomination that I expected to serve. In fact, I had not even heard of the small denomination (the
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference) until I worked at that church. When the time came to consider
ordination, the pastor I served with recommended I be ordained in the CCCC. I wasn’t sure about the idea. It was
likely that I would not serve in that church for much longer, and there was no guarantee that I would serve in a CCCC
church in the future. So why bother to be ordained as a CCCC pastor in the first place? I’ll never forget what he told
me. He said, “You may not be a part of the CCCC forever. But that’s where God has you right now.” That convinced
me to seek ordination in the CCCC, and I have maintained my credentials since that day.
There has been a lot of talk about church membership recently. Some of the proposed changes in the
Constitution and Bylaws brought it to the surface. It is a conversation worth having. Like my decision to seek
ordination in the CCCC, I believe membership in a local church is a good thing. It is a commitment to participate in and
serve the church in which God has placed you. It is also a commitment by the local church to disciple, encourage, and
support its members. Membership is the commitment to take root and grow where God planted you. Our desire with
the proposed changes is to elevate the value of membership, not devalue it. We want to encourage people to
connect to and serve the church – both the First Church of New Knoxville and the larger Body of Christ. We want
people to mature in their faith as they worship, pray, study God’s Word, and serve together. I would love nothing
more as a pastor to see students or families that move to different communities connect to a local church and
transfer membership. I pray that those who move away from New Knoxville connect to another church the way we
hope people connect to First Church. After all, “You may not be a part of First Church forever. But that’s where God
has you right now.”
In Christ,
Pastor Joel

Constitution and Bylaws update
Consistory continued to discuss the proposed changes to the Constitution and Bylaws at their February meeting.
Feedback that they had received from the congregation after the Annual Meeting in January was discussed.
Consistory members were also invited to share their perspective as well. Consistory decided to schedule another
informational meeting on March 7 at 7 pm.
About twenty-five members attended the informational meeting. Pastor Joel shared some of the feedback that
Consistory discussed during their meeting and opened the floor for further questions and discussion. The meeting
lasted more than two hours and was very productive. Consistory will receive an update on the informational
meeting on March 21 and decide how to move forward with this process.
Once again, thank you to the members of Spiritual Council and Consistory for their work on this project. Thank you
also to the many church members who expressed feedback, concerns, and questions over the past few months.
Your input is valuable and appreciated!
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Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages.
The kids schedules are always changing and we adjust as needed.
Last minute changes to times, dates & locations get posted to our social media pages.
Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup

Dear First Church Family,
The SonRise service is coming up! The students have decided to center the
SonRise service on being born again and the spiritual transformation that happens when
we are born again. John 3:3 says, Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jesus tells us that we cannot
enter into the kingdom of God on our own. We must be born again.
This year we’re bringing back the prayer stations for the SonRise service. We will
have four different stations that will help us all reflect on the transformation that Christ
desires to do in all of us through spiritual rebirth. Everyone is invited to join us on Easter
Sunday at 7am to celebrate our Risen Lord.
Tory Breitigan

On March 4 and 5 we joined thousands of women around the
world to get equipped, find community, support one another
and remember that the darkness does not win!
Special thanks to those that organized and carried out the
weekend and to our worship team women who led us in the
most amazing worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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2022 Consistory Members
Elders
Stan Reineke
President of Consistory & Congregation
Glenn Culp
Vice President of Consistory & Congregation
Carolyn Lammers
Mark Schrolucke
Brad Hoge
Jack Schrolucke
(Jack was appointed by consistory at the
February monthly meeting to fill the open
Elder spot.)

Dear First Church, We would like to thank all of
you for your prayers, cards, texts, and phone calls
following Orville’s recent illness and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Joel for his phone calls and
prayers. Your kindness and concern really meant
so much and was very much appreciated.
Sincerely, Orville and Bonnie Heidt

Dear First Church, I want to thank the ladies of the
church for bringing me a surprise meal and also for
the poinsettia at Christmas. It still looks very good!
Thanks for the random acts of kindness.
Marilee Eversman

Trustees
Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful rose
in honor of our 58th anniversary.
Sincerely, Lee & Diane Katterheinrich

Bob Snyder
Craig Fledderjohann
Brett Fledderjohann

Dear First Church, We want to thank everyone for
all the cards and the many prayers for us in the
past year. All was appreciated so much. Thank
you! Fred & Diane Piehl

Deacons
Rick Homan
Doug Bambauer
Brian Hoge
Zach Lageman
Rob Chaney
Maria Lammers
Dave Roediger
Amy Weadock
Brian Jones
Diane (Bill) Piehl
Secretary of Consistory & Congregation
Gary Wiedeman
Dan Wierwille

Dear Friends at First Church of New Knoxville,
Thank you so much for your most generous
donations. The Auglaize County Crisis Center
Dear Rev. Bucklin, Thank you for your generous
gift to Samaritan’s Purse sent from First Church of
New Knoxville for US Disaster Relief. As we
respond to storms and other natural disasters in
Jesus’ Name, your partnership and prayers mean
more than you know. As we share God’s love with
these tornado and storm victims who have
suffered so much, we want them to know they can
put their faith and trust in the Lord, who is “a
refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from
the storm” (Isaiah 25:4a). May God bless you.
Sincerely, Franklin Graham, Samaritan’s Purse

The consistory “year” runs from February 1, 2022
to January 31, 2023
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Financial Snapshot for February 2022
General Operating Fund Balance
Benevolent Fund Balance
VBS Fund Balance
Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance
Radio Ministry Fund Balance
Music Ministry Fund Balance
Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance
Camp Fund Balance
Building Maintenance Fund Balance

$130,110.84
$24,251.81
$7,976.66
$13,285.66
$37,437.18
$2,864.53
$85,659.65
$12,487.08
$212,965.63

Offering facts & figures
The offering totals shown here include both
Sunday morning gifts and online giving.
February 6 — General Fund
$1,937.78
Attendance— 177

Held for Elevator: $93,545.57
Held for Sanctuary Painting $41,782.28

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance
Sr. High Youth Fund Balance
Organ Concert Series Fund Balance
Global Missions Fund Balance
Christian Women’s Fund Balance
Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance
Sunday School Fund Balance
Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance
Those In Need Fund Balance
Building Technology & Improvements Bal.

$1,518.99
$1,744.50
$686.59
$7,454.01
$7,377.86
$3,885.98
$8,246.77
$20,000.00
$15,468.24
$22,502.97

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer
at the church office. 419-753-2446
Balance Due on Heating System Loan as of 2/28 $25,000.00
Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:
$58,435.00

February 13 — Radio Fund
$2,418.00
Attendance— 137
February 20 — Church Painting
$2,274.00
Attendance— 141
February 27 — Vacation Bible School
$2,178.00
Attendance— 172
March 2—Radio Fund (Ash Wednesday)
$608.00
Attendance—110

Designated Offerings for March

Misc. Extra Mission Gifts
•

March 2 — Radio Fund (Ash Wednesday)
March 6 — General Fund
March 13—Dr. Dave Kimberly, Barnabas Ministry
March 20—Doug & Kathy McClain in Germany
March 27—Radio Fund
The Blue Jug is out in the church sanctuary.
All donations go to support the work Samaritan’s Purse
is doing in Ukraine.
You may also give online by selecting “Sunday Offering”
and putting “Ukraine” in the memo line.
You can text “firstchurchnk $10” to 73256 to give as
well. (Please insert any dollar amount you wish, the $10
is just an example.)
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•

WBCL Radio $770.00
• Agape Ministries—$275.00
Auglaize County Crisis Ctr.—$25.00

There will be a Lenten Wonderful Wednesday Meal on
March 16. These are open to the community, if you know
someone who would like a meal please let us know!
We invite you to join us in the Ministry Center for dinner
and fellowship together as a community.
Dinner is served from 6 to 7 pm.
The menu is Arby’s Roast Beef, Mac & Cheese,
Salad, Cookie
Pick Up Available at the side door.
Delivery is available by calling the church at
419-753-2446.
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