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February 6 Winter Communion 

March 2 Ash Wednesday 

April 14  Maundy Thursday 

April 17  Easter Sunday 

May 22   Sunday before  
  Ascension Day 

July 10  Summer Communion  

August 7  Summer Communion 

September 4  Fall Communion 

October 2  World Communion  
  Sunday 

November 6 All Saints Sunday 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

 

 At the info center in the church sanctuary is a copy of the 
funeral meal help list. Many of the numbers on the list are 

outdated or out of service.  Would you please take a look at the 
list and update your phone number.  If you would like to be 

taken off the list, please cross off your name or call the church 
office.  If you are willing to make a dish and you are not on the 

list, please add your name and contact number.  

We will be receiving new members into the church soon.  If you 
are interested in becoming a member or have questions about 

membership, please talk to Pastor Joel. 

Join us for our next Praise and Prayer Night  

on Sunday, March 27.  

The Praise Team will lead us in worship as we focus our 
attention on the cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

The Praise and Prayer Night is open to all ages and members of 
the community. Invite your friends, bring your kids, and “Glorify 
the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together” (Psalm 34:3).  

 

Location: First Church Ministry Center 

Noon to 6 pm  
 

February 11, 2022 

April 15, 2022 

June 24, 2022 

August 26, 2022 

October 28, 2022 

December 30, 2022 
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Dear First Church Family,    

I recently saw a tweet from a pastor I follow and respect. He is retired from the ministry 
now, but he said that when he wants to teach someone about biblical hermeneutics 
(how to understand and interpret the Bible), he gives them a copy of the Jesus Storybook 
Bible. The tweet caught my attention because that is the same Bible that we give to every 
family when they dedicate or baptize their children. The book is very well written and has 
great illustrations. More importantly, however, it connects every story to Jesus. In fact, 
the subtitle of the book is “Every story whispers His name.” That is the best way for us to 
read the Bible. To know and understand that every part of scripture points us to the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. When we read our Bibles, our first question should not 
be, “what does this mean for me?” We should ask instead, “What does this passage 
teach me about the Triune God: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?” The Jesus Storybook 

Bible models this so well for us. Every story always points to Jesus.  

The tweet also reminded me that discipleship begins in the home. When I baptize or dedicate a child and we give 
them a copy of that Bible, I always emphasize the important role that parents play in discipling their children. The 
parents are the primary disciple-makers in a child’s life. Sunday School teachers, pastors, and youth pastors all play an 
important role. But it all starts in the home. That is the emphasis of passages like Deuteronomy 6:4-9. There are two 
important lessons for parents in this passage. First, we need to read the Bible with our children. You don’t have to be 
an expert. You don’t have to have all the answers. But a regular routine of reading God’s Word together makes a big 
impact on their lives.  

Second, parents can set a positive example for their children by actively living out their faith. Notice that 
Deuteronomy 6 does not restrict faith to something that happens at church. It is a regular part of their lives. Children 
learn by example, and they will model their faith after the faith of their parents. Parents, you can set a positive 
example for your children by actively participating in the life of the church. Attend worship services with your 
children. Bring them to Sunday School (and maybe even attend an Adult Bible Study yourself). Sing worship songs 
together. Pray with them before bedtime. Those are just a few ways to set a positive example for your children to 
follow.  

We cannot save our children, of course. Only Jesus can do that. At some point in their life, they will have to make the 
decision to follow Christ for themselves. But you can help them get to that point by providing a disciple-making 
environment for your children to grow to know, love, and serve the Lord. Proverbs 22:6 says, “6 Start children off on 
the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” I pray that this proverb proves to be 
true for my children and yours.  

In Christ, Pastor Joel  

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the congregation took place on Sunday, January 23 after the morning worship service. At the 
meeting, the church approved the financial report for 2021 as well as the budget, designated offering, and radio 
contract proposals for 2022. Thank you to the Consistory members and the volunteers on the various committees. 
Your time and effort are very much appreciated!  

By the time we arrived at the last item on the agenda – the proposed updates to the Constitution and Bylaws – we 
no longer had a quorum in attendance. Stan Reineke, the President of Consistory and the Congregation, discussed 
several of the proposed changes. Several members of the congregation also raised questions and concerns regarding 
the updates. After some brief discussion, the congregation did not take a vote on the changes, and the current 
version of the Constitution and Bylaws remain in effect. Spiritual Council and Consistory will review the feedback 
offered at the meeting and determine the proper course of action moving forward. Once again, we are thankful for 
the hard work and care of Spiritual Council, Consistory, and the members of the congregation who offered feedback 
on these changes.  
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Dear First Church Family, 

A wise man once said, “people start going to church for a variety of reasons, but they stick around because of the 

relationships they form within the church.” That was true for me growing up. I started attending my home church in 

6th grade. My friend told me about this awesome church, and I begged my parents to try it one Sunday. We all 

instantly felt at home at that church.  I was welcomed with open arms by the youth pastor and youth leaders. It was 

at that church that I gave my life to the Lord. It was at that church that I received my 

calling into ministry. One of the reasons I went into youth ministry was because of the 

relationships I had with my youth leaders and my church family. Youth ministry has 

changed dramatically since I was in junior high and high school. The one thing that hasn’t 

changed is that all students still seek relationships and desire to know that they belong.  

Youth ministry can be summed up in one word: relationship. It’s all about relationship. 

Our goal as a youth ministry is to provide a place and space where students are invited 

into relationship with Jesus Christ and with other brothers and sisters in Christ. We have 

fun together by playing silly games. We break down barriers and build trust with each 

other by being silly and having fun. We seek the Lord and allow Him to transform our 

hearts together through digging into scripture in the lessons and small groups. Kids may come for the fun and games 

of youth group, but they come back because of relationships and the love they experience when they walk through 

the doors of the ministry center. Our students are in church, just not on Sunday mornings. They show up regularly to 

youth group and bible study. They are actively involved in our church.  

Studies have shown that teens will actively participate in churches that value, care, and include them in the body of 

Christ. It’s all about relationship. Get to know the students in our church. Invite them to sit with you at church. Invest 

in their lives. I know firsthand the impact that loving adults have on students and their involvement in the church.  

Here is my challenge to you as the body of Christ at First Church: If you want to see kids in church, reach out to them. 

Invite them. Help them feel welcomed, valued, and give them a place to belong. Jesus’ model of ministry was all 

about relationship. Ours should be too.  

Tory Breitigan 

Parents & Students—follow our Facebook & Instagram pages. 
The kids schedules are always changing and we adjust as needed.   

Last minute changes to times, dates & locations get posted to our social media pages. 
 

   Facebook: FirstChurchNKYouthGroup    Instagram: firstchurchnk_youthgroup   
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At the January meeting, Spiritual Council decided not to bring back 
Wonderful Wednesdays during Lent this year.  

The after-school portion of the ministry was cancelled at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic and has not resumed 
since that time. Even before the pandemic began, we struggled to recruit enough adult volunteers to ensure that we 
provided a safe environment for the children. The concern we had for this year is that the same problem would 
prevent us from hosting this ministry safely.  

While this is sure to be disappointing news to some families, it does open the door for other ministry opportunities. 
For example, Youth Group is often cancelled during Lent because it happens at the same time. This year, Youth Group 
will be able to meet at its regular time and commit even more time to planning and preparing the SonRise Service.  

Pastor Joel is also planning to lead a Lenten Bible Study on Sunday nights. You can find more information about it in 
the section about the Lenten devotional. First Church will be hosting a community meal on March 16 and another 
Praise and Prayer Night on March 27. As you can see, although Wonderful Wednesdays are not happening, there is 
still many ministry opportunities taking place during Lent.  

 

 

The Lenten devotional for this year is AW Tozer’s From 
the Grave.  

Once again, we will have FREE copies of the devotional 
available at church and in the office before Lent 
begins.  

This is a great opportunity for us to focus on God’s 
Word during this important season. In conjunction 
with the devotional, Pastor Joel will lead a small group 
on Sunday evenings. This group will discuss the 
devotional and dig deeper into the topics that are 
discussed that week. Keep an eye on the weekly 
bulletin announcement for when the group will begin.  
 

From the Grave is a collection of forty daily readings 
from beloved pastor and writer A.W. Tozer (1897-

1963). Gleaned from 
his sermons, books, 
and editorials, these 
40 meditations reflect 
on Jesus' Passion, 
death, and 
resurrection. Perfect 
for the Lent and 
Easter season, each 
reading is paired with 
Scripture to guide 
your heart in the way 
of the cross - a 
journey from death to 
new life. 

 

 

In May of 2021, Mr. Ken Kroehler reached out to First 
Church. Ken is the son of Evelyn Schroer Kroehler and the 
grandson of Rev. Gilbert and Cornelia Schroer.  Gilbert 
was confirmed at First Church in 1912 and graduated 
from NK School in 1914.  He was ordained to the ministry 
in 1921.  In 1922 he married Cornelia Rodeheffer, also 
from New Knoxville.  She was also confirmed here and 
eventually ordained to the ministry in 1980.  In 1922 they 
were sent by First Church in New Knoxville, to serve as 
missionaries to Japan.   

Ken’s mother, Evelyn Schroer Kroehler, passed away on 
February 8, 2021.  She was 94 years old.  A memorial 
service was held in Evelyn’s memory in Hawaii on Friday, 
February 4. 

Ken wrote via email  “On the day before she passed away, 
Mother asked me to write the account of theirs (Kroehler) 
as well as the Gilbert and Cornelia Schroer missionary 
legacies in Japan.  This writing will extend back to 
Reverend Herman Henry Cook (Grandmother Cornelia 
Schroer's uncle and aunt) as their stories are remarkably 
interconnected.” 

Ken has kept his promise to his mother and provided his 
writings so far to the church.  You can find them here: 

https://firstchurchnk.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/calls-
to-higher-service-by-ken-kroehler.pdf 
 

There is also a printed copy in the office. If anyone would 
like a copy please call Connie at 419-753-2446 

https://firstchurchnk.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/calls-to-higher-service-by-ken-kroehler.pdf
https://firstchurchnk.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/calls-to-higher-service-by-ken-kroehler.pdf
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Isaiah 55:11 says “so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish 

what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”   So it is with Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes as 

they contain the Good News of Christ and an opportunity to participate in a 12 week program called The Greatest 

Journey.  Please continue to pray for all the children around the world who received boxes and are now learning 

about Christ’s love and sacrifice for them. 

In December volunteers packed and prepared shoeboxes for 

shipment from several processing centers (there are eight) to 30 

different countries and other hard to reach areas.  It is such a 

blessing to volunteer at a processing center.  Franklin Graham and his 

son Edward were at both Charlotte and Aurora (Chicagoland) while 

our groups were volunteering.  Donna Hoge, LuAnn Lewis, Linda 

Klaer, Anita Lukac and myself heard stories of God at work— of 

whole families and communities that heard the Word, which God 

promises will not return empty. 

First Church sent 499 boxes in 2021.  A big thank you goes to the youth group for folding boxes and to the 

congregation for helping load the trailer in the snow on Celebration Sunday.  Thank you to the anonymous donors 

for financial contributions and to those who donated knitted hats, memo pads and other items.  Thank you to the 

volunteers at the packing parties and to all of you who packed boxes at home.  Thank you especially for your 

prayer over the boxes and the children who received them.  Sharon Colson, OCC Coordinator 

 

Hey First Church Ladies ! 

You are all invited to IF: 2022 

Friday Night, March 4 and Saturday, March 5 
 

The IF gathering is a two-day event for women of all ages  

and life stages.  You will hear from speakers like Jenni Allen,  

Jackie Hill Perry, Christine Caine, and many more!  

 

We’re going to talk about how to live in this world right now and how 
to navigate a life that goes against culture. How do we build communi-
ty in the middle of that? How do we tell people about Jesus? There is a 

reason we’re still alive. There is a reason we’re still here. Our lives 
matter in this time, and we’re not going to waste it. 

Registration cost is $10 and lunch is included.  

Invite your friends, this is open to the community.  

To register stop by the church office  
or sign up on our website at firstchurchnk.org.  

Schedule 

Friday March 4th - Doors open at 6:45 pm.  

Session 1: 7:15-8:45 pm.  

Session 2: 9:00-10:30 pm.  

Light refreshments will be provided!  

Saturday, March 5th- Doors open at 9:30 am.  

Session 3: 10:00 am-11:30 am  

Session 4: 11:45 am-1:15 pm  

Lunch: 1:15- 2:15 pm 

(First Church will provide lunch ) 

Breakout Session: 2:15- 3:00 pm  

Session 5: 3:00-5:00 pm  
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Dear First Church, Thank you for the red rose in honor 
of our 57th wedding anniversary.   
Donald & Carolyn Henschen 
 

Dear Pastor Joel and Fellow Christians, Please accept 

our heartfelt thank you for your contributions to our 

mission in Romania in 2021. Knowing of your 

faithfulness over so many years is a true blessing! It 

inspires us for the future. As you know, we have 

suffered the loss of Sandie; but the gain for His 

kingdom is greater! Bruce & All at Tanner Romania 

Mission 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful 
poinsettia, it brightened my family room. Jane Novean 

 

Dear Friends at First Church, Thank you very much for 
your generous donation. The kindness you have 
shown has touched us.  We truly appreciate your 
thinking of us with this gift.  Joan Kiser, Director at the 
Center for Neurological Development 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for your many monetary 
donations over the years.  Your continued generous 
giving is so very much appreciated.  We can always 
count on your congregation to help support the 
Gospel Tent music ministry at the Auglaize County 
Fair.  Vicki Knoch Spinnati & family. 

 

Dear First Church of New Knoxville, Thank you for 
your generosity and support you give to the Elizabeth 
New Life Center in Sidney. Cindy SeLuke, Boutique 
Coordinator 

 

Donald & Carolyn Henschen, 57 years on January 3 

Tom & Ann Leffel, 50 years on January 8 

John & JoAnn Hoge, 69 years on January 16 

Lee & Diane Katterheinrich, 58 years on March 1 

Dennis & Joan Henschen, 57 years on March 5 

 

 

 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the lovely 
Thanksgiving & Christmas cards.  Thank you also for the 
beautiful Poinsettia plant.  It is nice to be remembered 
as we miss seeing you at church.   
Roger & Ruby Settlage. 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful 
Christmas poinsettia.  Joann Feldwisch. 
 

Greetings First Church New Knoxville!!  Thank you for 
your prayers and financial support. God Bless!!  
Carl Lanham, Character Coach, Nations of Coaches 
 

First Church, Madi and I would like to thank everyone 
for the cards, encouraging words, and especially the 
prayers while she was hospitalized. Thanks so much for 
your continuing prayers. Tracy & Madi Luck 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the lovely poinsettia 
that was brought to my home.  It was appreciated.   
Ann Donnerberg 

Dear First Church, Thank you so very much for the 
beautiful Christmas poinsettia you gave me! I have 
enjoyed having it in my home.  Mary Kuck 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you to all our First Church 
friends who remembered our family in our time of 
sorrow.  It is truly a great gift and a blessing that we are 
given the opportunity to draw strength from one 
another.  Gone from our sight but never our memories.  
Gone from our touch but never our hearts.                  
The Kuhlman Family. 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful red rose 
for our 50th wedding anniversary.  We appreciated it 
very much.  Tom & Ann Leffel 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful 
poinsettia.  Also, thanks to the “Random Acts of 
Kindness” group for remembering me.  All were reasons 
for the season and appreciated very much.    
Dorothy Prueter 
 

Dear First Church, Thank you for the beautiful red rose 
given to us for our anniversary.  We appreciate it.   
John & Woody Hoge 
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Offering facts & figures 

 
 

The offering totals shown here include both     
Sunday morning gifts and online giving. 

 

 

December 5 —  General Fund $1,996.56 

Attendance— 179 
 

December 12—Salvation Army $3,109.36 

Attendance—281 
 

December 19—Elizabeth New Life Center 

$2,617.00   Attendance—175 
 

December 24—Tanner’s Romanian Mission 

$3,571.00    Attendance—280 
 

December 26—Neurological Rehab Center of 

Burkettsville, Ohio  $1,927.00 

Attendance—109 
 

January 2 —  General Fund $1,826.00 

Attendance— 118 
 

January 9 —  Agape Ministries $1,803.00 

Attendance— 130 

 

January 16 —  Radio Fund  $1,878.00 

Attendance— 136 
 

January 23 —  Aug. Co. Group Home &  

Aug. Co. Crisis Center  $1,828.00 

Attendance— 119 
 

January 30 —  WBCL Radio $1,415.00 

Attendance— 146 

 

Misc. Extra Mission Gifts 
 

• Mercy Unlimited —$350.00 

• Blue Jug Gifts for  Samaritan’s Purse         

Disaster Aid—$2,712.00 

• Doug & Kathy McClain in Germany 

 $150.00 

• Neurological Rehab Ctr.—$10.00 

Designated Offerings February 

  

 February 6— General Fund 

 February 13— Radio Ministry Fund 

 February 20— Sanctuary Painting 

 February 27—Vacation Bible School 
 

Financial Snapshot for December 2021 
 

General Operating Fund Balance  $113,396.69 

Benevolent Fund Balance   $24,141.81 

VBS Fund Balance    $6,709.88 

Seminary Student Ed. Grant Fund Balance $13,285.66 

Radio Ministry Fund Balance   $36,276.18 

Music Ministry Fund Balance   $545.95 

Bequest & Endowment Fund Balance  $85,659.65 

Camp Fund Balance    $12,487.08 

Building Maintenance Fund Balance  $202,833.72 

 Held for Elevator: $93,545.57 

 Held for Sanctuary Painting $32,658.28 
 

Jr. High Youth Fund Balance   $1,721.01 

Sr. High Youth Fund Balance   $1,898.56 

Organ Concert Series Fund Balance  $686.59 

Global Missions Fund Balance   $7,454.01 

Christian Women’s Fund Balance  $8,271.13 

Outreach & Evangelism Fund Balance  $4,418.95 

Sunday School Fund Balance   $8,633.54 

Temporary Undesignated Gifts Balance  $20,000.00 

Those In Need Fund Balance   $15,288.24 

Building Technology & Improvements Bal. $22,502.97 
 

Full detail is available by calling the treasurer, Connie Schroer  

at the church office. 419-753-2446 
 

Balance Due on Heating System Loan as of 12/31 $50,000.00 

Pledges not yet paid, due by 12/31/2023:  $86,434.00 
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on the birth of their son Henry David  

who arrived on Monday, January 10  

weighing 10 lb. 8 oz.   

He is the grandson of Bill & Diane Piehl and Ann 
Hawkey and the late David Hawkey. 

 

 

 

Lee Kuhlman entered into Christ’s care on  

Friday, December 3, 2021.  He was 87. 

Lee was given a Christian burial at Pilger Ruhe Cemetery 
on December 9, 2021 

 

Robert Wilkins entered into Christ’s care on Wednesday, 
December 22, 2021.  He was 89. 

Robert was given a Christian burial at Pilger Ruhe 
Cemetery on January 8, 2022. 

 

Helen Wellman entered into Christ’s care on Thursday, 
December 30, 2021.  She was 94.  Helen was given a 

Christian burial at the Evangelical & Protestant Cemetery 
in New Knoxville on January 5, 2022 

 

Jeffrey Huston entered into Christ’s care on Thursday, 
January 6, 2022.  He was 54 

Jeff was given a Christian burial in Kentucky                       
on January 12, 2022 

mailto:firstchurchnk@nktelco.net
http://www.firstchurchnk.org

